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understand our allowing the war to happen, for we should have outstripped the English by peaceful means within a few years. But the English could hardly imagine in July, 1914, that our Government would keep the German fleet from striking. They did not think of war at all light-heartedly therefore. That stroke of genius, the policy of encirclement, which was to drive the noble quarry, Germany, to its death, was on the point of being broken by the growth of our power.
So far as I had honourably contributed to the preservation of peace, I looked back upon my life's work with satisfaction, and felt that the conclusion of the Navy Bill was not far off, when I could lay the completed task in the hands of my successor. He could then stand at the wheel in the petty war of officials and parliament; the German navy had done its work, in the sense of Stosch and of myself, if it maintained by its strength peace and liberty upon the seas.
Never before in the course of her long history was Germany more powerful and more respected by the greatest ones of the earth than in these days; never had she thriven more richly. In the judgment of experienced men of affairs, such as Prince Biilow for example, in his Deutsche Politik, we were to all intents and purposes " over the hill," and we had asserted our right to a place in the world. German civilization and economy were making up in full measure, in Eastern Asia, Africa, South America, and the Near East, for what our history had neglected to do. Just a few more years of calm and skilful leadership and we could not